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Preamble 

 

1. As part of the process for the third United Nations Conference on Housing and 

Sustainable Urban Development - Habitat III, which will be held in Quito, Ecuador from 17 to 

21 October 2016, the Kingdom of Morocco, represented by the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Policy, organized the first African Ministerial Forum on Housing and Urban 

Development (AMFHUD) in Rabat on 11-12 May 2016 under the theme: « Urban Policies 

and Sustainable Development ». 

 

2. Jointly organized with UN-Habitat, this Forum is meant to contribute, on a global 

scale, to the preparatory process leading to Habitat III, and to participate, on a regional scale, 

in addressing the issue of cities and their development and sustainability in Africa. It also 

contributes to the operationalisation of the New Urban Agenda, to be adopted by the 

international community at Habitat III, in addition to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), in particular SDG 11: « Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient 

and sustainable ». 
 

3. The event also addressed the issue of urban sustainability, while keeping an eye on 

climate change issue, as per the recommendations of COP21 organized in Paris in December 

2015 and in preparation of COP22, which Morocco will be hosting in November 2016. 

 

A Global Context Dominated by Cities 

 

4. Today, there are about 7.3 billion inhabitants in the world, 4 billion of whom live in 

cities or a total of 55%. In 2050, this urban population will reach 6.3 billion inhabitants or 

70%, which poses challenges arising from accelerated urbanization, and requires 

proportionate solutions if we are to have integrated, equitable and sustainable cities, in a 

global environment where cities prevail as the dominating form of human settlement. 
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5. The African continent has also engaged into a process of irreversible urbanization. In 

fact, Africa is now experiencing an accelerated urban transformation, with over a billion 

inhabitants in 2009, 400 million of whom are living in cities. By 2030, 50% of Africans will 

be living in urban areas. With 12 additional cities of more than 3 million inhabitants, and 2 

cities of over 10 million, Africa is now facing poverty urbanization. Indeed, 60% of urban 

population are living in informal housing, which is the main component of major habitats in 

most cities and megacities like Cairo, Lagos, Kinshasa, Luanda and Abidjan. 

 

6. Two thirds of the total population of Africa (2.5 billion) will be living in cities fifty 

years from now. In other words, the urban population will have increased four-fold by then. 

This presents both a major challenge and a unique opportunity if central and local 

governments find the way and means to tap this urban growth for the sake of sustainable 

development. 

 

7. Today, public policies need to meet crucial challenges that concern the future of our 

cities by: (i) ensuring urban equity through access to decent housing, serviced land and basic 

services and development opportunities for all; (ii) implementing enhanced urban planning 

that is inclusive to create wealth and jobs, by involving all local partners and operators, 

including the private sector; (iii) incorporating the environmental dimension into urban 

management and planning, and mobilizing for climate change mitigation; (iv) reducing the 

risks associated with scarcity of water resources, with the location of many cities on the 

coastline, and with natural disasters. 

 

Declaration of Rabat 

8. We, participants in the first African Ministerial Forum on Housing and Urban 

Development organized in Rabat, Morocco, on the 11-12 May 2016, representing  national 

and local governments, UN and international organizations, civil society and the private 

sector from Africa and other regions of the world: 

 

9. Reaffirming that urbanization is an essential factor for inclusive and sustainable 

development at regional and national scale, particularly through agglomeration benefits for 

accelerated industrialization, productivity, growth, job creation and well-being; 

 

10. Being oriented by priorities established at national and regional levels, including 

those of the African Agenda for 2063 on inclusive socio-economic transformation and 

urbanization as an engine for structural transformation; 

 

11. Taking into consideration of the declaration of representatives of national 

governments, local and regional authorities, intergovernmental organizations, professional 

and intellectual world, private sector, civil society organizations, women, children and young 

people participating in the Habitat III Africa Regional Meeting organized in Abuja, Nigeria, 

from 24 to 26 February 2016; 

 

12. Also considering and given the importance of the issue of informal settlements for 

Africa, the declaration of representatives of national governments, local and regional 

authorities, intergovernmental organizations, United Nations specialised agencies,  civil 

society experts, professional, academic and philanthropic organizations from private sector, 

women and youth organizations from all regions of the world, participating in the Thematic 
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Meeting for Habitat III on informal settlements in Pretoria, South Africa, on 7 and 8 April 

2016; 

 

13. Taking into consideration the various forms of regular consultations with urban 

actors from different regions of the world, such as the Asian-Pacific Urban Forum; 

 

14. Recalling the key role of local elected officials and national and international 

associations of local governments in the planning and management of cities, and in their 

commitment to the implementation and success of the New Urban Agenda; 

 

15. We express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the Moroccan government for 

the warm welcome of the participants and for its determination to organize the first meeting of 

the African Ministerial Forum on Housing and Urban Development (AMFHUD) under the 

theme « Urban Policies and Sustainable Development ». 

 

16. We recommend that, at the level of each country and  taking account of national 

contexts, with a specific approach for Small Island States: 

 

i. The institutional system governing cities and other human settlements in Africa to be 

revised  with a view to ensure the convergence of public policies, decentralization and 

strengthening of responsibilities and resources of local authorities, inter-municipal 

management of cities and effective public-private-population partnerships  (PPPP) ; 

 

ii. The legislative framework of urbanization be reformed, simplified and focused on land 

regulations to boost land supply, to contribute to the densification of the urban fabric, to 

regularise informal settlements and to allow an orderly growth of all agglomerations; 

 

iii. Financial instruments be revitalized in order to give municipalities an opportunity to 

significantly increase municipal revenues (to cover at least 50% of their budget) and to ensure 

transparency and fairness of inter-governmental  transfers ; 

 

iv. Land strategies be defined and implemented in a directive manner, to ensure a good 

knowledge of  plots and transactions, to keep land prices within manageable and reasonable 

limits, and to meet the needs by opening new peripheral areas to urbanization; 

 

v. Transport infrastructure be considered at national, regional and local level as  priority 

investments and, promotes multi-modality; 

 

vi. National housing strategies be focused on the resorption of inadequate housing and 

slums upgrading, without omitting to support new housing development and the rental sector; 

 

vii. Basic services (drinking water supply, sanitation, waste management, social services, 

transportation and communication systems, energy, health and emergency services, schools, 

public safety and public spaces) be programmed and managed through a coordinated and 

multisectoral  approach, an appropriate contractual relationships between public authorities 

and service providers, and due consideration of the impacts on the environment and health; 

 

viii. The national urban system be the subject of a socio-economic and environmental 

strategy aiming at the prioritization of urban functions based on the respective potential of 

different cities, and at the sustainable development of the country; 
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ix. Measures for climate adaptation aim at increasing resilience to natural disasters, 

including flood protection, include agreements and joint actions between the state and local 

authorities; 

 

x. Urban planning and management methods be reviewed, capabilities strengthened, and 

participation of private and community stakeholders implemented in a systematic way, to 

produce inclusive and spatially integrated cities. The new urban planning should also be a tool 

for the integration of all previous themes, based on a renewed territorial planning approach 

adapted to the challenges and opportunities of our time; 

 

17. To reinforce the Abuja Declaration adopted in February 2016, we encourage national 

governments, local and regional authorities, experts and representatives of civil society 

organisations and the private sector to promote, at the third session of the Preparatory 

Committee for Habitat III to be held in July 2016 in Surabaya, Indonesia, the inclusion of the 

10 points of paragraph 16 of this declaration as key elements of the draft New Urban Agenda 

to be adopted in Quito in October 2016; 

 

18. We decide to perpetuate the African Ministerial Forum on Housing and Urban 

Development as a regional consultation mechanism between the urban actors in Africa, for 

monitoring the New Urban Agenda and as an instrument for reinforcing South-South 

Cooperation and partnerships among African countries, with special attention to decentralized 

cooperation. This forum will be held every two years; the inter-session secretariat will be 

provided by the ministry in charge of urban development of the country hosting the next 

meeting; 

 

19. We recommend the establishment of a Council for international organizations under 

UN-Habitat leadership and made up of the executive bodies of the African Development Bank 

(AfDB), United Cities and Local Governments of Africa (UCLGA) and the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), in order to accompany the work of the Forum 

and contribute to its sustainability; 

 

20. We decide that, the working languages of the African Ministerial Forum on Housing 

and Urban Development are English and French. Its acronym is AMFHUD in English, 

(FOMAHDU in French). The acronym is placed at the bottom of a logo representing the map 

of Africa, the background of which includes the emblematic colors of the flags of African 

States. 

 

 

 
                                                                                 Rabat, 12 May 2016 
 
 
 
 

 

  


